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Farmingville, NY - -  In O c tober of 2012, Supers torm Sandy caused severe damage to the outfall s ite located at the
northern end of Riverhead Drive in Sound Beach. Damage sus tained led to a s ignificant loss  of soil  and vegetation
that was  required to s tabilize the s lope, protec t the bluff from eros ion, provide s tability  to the surrounding area and
protec t adjacent properties  from damage. Working together, Brookhaven H ighway Superintendent Daniel P . Losquadro
and  C ounc ilwoman  Jane  Bonner  took  dec is ive  ac tion  to  properly  assess  the  damage  and  put  a  plan  in  place  to
mitigate agains t potential future s torm events .

"With  the  surrounding  area  already  compromised, it  was  imperative  that  we  moved  quickly,"  said  Superintendent
Losquadro. "The bluff is  very susceptible to eros ion due to its  s teep s lope and its  vulnerability to high s torm surge
from the Long Is land Sound. The eros ion control improvements  we made to the s ite will protec t the bluff from further
damage, ensuring that the Long Is land Sound Es tuary is  protec ted from potential harm while also providing adjacent
property owners  with peace of mind."

"This  is  the firs t of many projec ts  planned for communities  along the North Shore,"  said C ounc ilwoman Jane Bonner.
"I t was  very gratifying to sponsor the resolution that helped move the Riverhead Drive E ros ion C ontrol Improvement
P rojec t forward for the res idents  of Sound Beach."

The projec t involved extending the  gabion walls  in order to protec t the  areas  of bluff which experienced s ignificant
eros ion and thereby  s tabilizing the  bulkhead. The  exis ting bluff was  rees tablished and fortified with jute  mesh and
beach grass . A dditional  fill  was  also  brought  in  to  s tabilize  areas  behind  the  exis ting  bulkhead. The  projec t  also
inc luded repairs  to the cap of the exis ting bulkhead in order to eliminate openings/gaps  in the cap and miss ing wood
planks  were also ins talled. Federal Emergency Management A gency (FEMA ) funding is  expec ted to offset the cos t of
these improvements .

"We took  proac tive  ac tion to  s trengthen and fortify  the  bluff before  the  next natural  disas ter s trikes  to  ensure  the
safety  of the road and its  res idents ,"  said Steve T ricarico, Deputy Superintendent of H ighways . "By ac ting now, we
provided the  most cos t  effec tive  solution for risk  reduc tion while  making an excellent  inves tment in the  long-term
protec tion of Riverhead Drive."



Division of  Public Information * Off ice of  the Supervisor
O ne Independence H ill • Farmingville • NY  11738 • P hone 631-451-6595


